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A walk through the museum

1. Entrance hall with cloakroom, lockers and lavatories. The museum’s exhi-
bition is accessible for wheelchair users. It is possible to buy an entrance 
ticket, books and postcards as well as other things in the reception. The 
staircase leads to the first floor where the administration and a library are 
located.  

2. Introduction to the museum. Guests of the museum find themselves on a 
hospital floor where the daily ward round have started. 

3. The period before modern nursing is portrayed. You will find examples of 
nursing from the work of the monks in the Middle Ages to that of the dea-
conesses and Florence Nightingale in the 18th century.  A reconstruction 
of a city slum from the mid-eighteenth century shows how poor sanitation 
resulted in illness as well as epidemics.

4. In Denmark the history of modern nursing started when Copenhagen Mu-
nicipal Hospital decided to educate the first professional nurses. In this 
room you will find a hospital ward as it could have looked at the Munici-
pal Hospital. 

5. Selected topics help portray the forming of the Danish Nurses’ Organiza-
tion in 1899 and its early international co-operation. Such topics include: 
the “new nurse” and her many tasks; the relationship between the devel-
opment of modern nursing methods and the medical and technological 
discoveries of the time; society’s efforts to improve public health; as well 
as various humanitarian efforts of Danish nurses abroad. In the middle 



of the room you will find a display case showcasing nursing pins from 
nursing schools and hospitals. 

6. The history of tuberculosis is intertwined with the buildings housing the 
Danish Museum of Nursing History. The former veranda was used by chil-
dren all year round to get fresh air. It was not uncommon that nurses whe-
eled the children’s beds outside for a couple of hours each day. Today the 
veranda is roofed over and showcases the unique treatment children with 
tuberculosis received. 

7. A hospital ward as it could have looked in a provincial hospital in the 
1930s. 

8. A nurse’s private living quarters. Living on hospital premises for a certain 
period of time was compulsory for nurses.

9. Admission, examination and operations were part of the daily life in a 
hospital.  Nurses assisted with tasks such as sterilisation and use of in-
struments. 

10. Psychiatric care is an important element in the history of the Danish he-
althcare system. Nursing has played a central role in psychiatry.

11. The development of district home care and district health care is descri-
bed and various associated devices exhibited. 

12. Temporary exhibitions. 

13. Former sluice room where the history of hygiene and various functional 
tasks are displayed. The room was mainly used for rinsing equipment and 
storing bed linen.

14. Teaching and education have always been central to modern nursing in 
Denmark. The development of teaching and education in both theory and 
practice is portrayed in this room. 

15. Lecture hall.  

The Danish Museum of Nursing History opened in 1999 to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Danish Nurses’ Organization. The museum is housed in buil-
dings that were formerly part of The Christmas Seal Sanatorium Koldingfjord. 
The sanatorium treated children with tuberculosis from 1911 to 1960. Today 
Hotel Koldingfjord is housed in the majestic main building while the museum 
has two smaller buildings – Fjordglimt and Granly - at their disposal. 
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